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Europe in the Middle East—The 
Middle East in Europe is a five-year 
research program of the Berlin-
Brandenburgische Akademie der  
Wissenschaften, the Fritz Thyssen 
Stiftung and the Wissenschaftskolleg 
zu Berlin. This research program 
seeks to rethink key concepts and 
premises that link and divide Europe 
and the Middle East. It draws on  
the expertise of scholars in and 
outside of Germany and is embedded 
in university and extra-university 
research institutions in Berlin.  
The program builds upon the previous 
work of the Wissenschaftskolleg  
zu Berlin’s Working Group Modernity 
and Islam and is funded by the  
Fritz Thyssen Stiftung.

Layers of Islamic Art and the Museum Context 
Workshop, Berlin, 13–16 January 2010

Chaired by Benoît Junod ( Aga Khan Trust for Culture ) 
and Stefan Weber ( Museum für Islamische Kunst )

In recent years several Museums have reorganized their galleries of Islamic  
art and developed new approaches towards their aesthetical and con- 
textual presentation. While museums and galleries increasingly become 
important forums for public interest in Muslim cultures, there has been little 
discussion on content, categories of order and their new role in the light  
of modern museology and museum pedagogy. This is true to a certain 
degree for the contextual research on objects of Islamic art. What are the 
stories embedded in objects and how can they be told?

These themes are explored in a workshop entitled Layers of Islamic Art and 
the Museum Context. The workshop will coincide with the projects of  
re-conventionalizing the Museum for Islamic Art at the Pergamon Museum  
in Berlin and designing the new museum for the Aga Khan Collection  
in Toronto. These two projects of international partners shall provide the 
opportunity to rethink our concepts of Islamic art and its role for the  
public today.

Layers of Islamic Art
          and the Museum Context
 Berlin, 13–16 January 2010

By invitation only. 

For further information please  
contact eume@wiko-berlin.de
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Thu 14 Jan 2010
Th.-Wiegand-Hall, Pergamonmuseum

Introduction

 Benoît Junod
The Aga Khan Museum in Toronto

Stefan Weber
Plans for the New Museum of Islamic 
Art Berlin

Christine Gerbich
“A painted room with many doors” — 
Asking Visitors at the Museum of 
 Islamic Art Berlin

Object and Concept

 Avinoam Shalem
Multivalent Paradigm of Inter pretation 
and the Anima of the Object

Responding: Alnoor Merchant and 
Christian Sassmanshausen

 Beshara Doumani
The Social Life of Things as the 
 Backbone of New Narratives

Gudrun Krämer
The Cultural Turn, the Spatial Turn, 
and the Writing of Middle Eastern 
History

Responding: Munir Fakher Eldin

Riem Spielhaus
Islamic Art as a Space of Public Culture

Susan Kamel, Christine Gerbich, 
Susanne Lanwerd
Do you speak Islamic Art? 
A Project on Curating, Museum  Studies, 
and Audience Development

Responding: Vera Beyer

  Oliver Watson
Doha – and the Acceptance of Other 
Audiences

Juliette Fritsch
Islamic Middle East: The Jameel 
 Gallery. Working from Vision to Reality

Responding: Nadya Sbaiti

Eva Troelenberg
Islamic Art and the Invention of the 
“Masterpiece”

Anne-Christine Taylor
The Aestheticizing versus Contextualising 
Debate and the  Musée du Quai Branly

Responding: Jens Kröger

Anton D. Pritula
The Hermitage Concept of Islamic Art: 
Projects and Plans

Iman R. Abdulfattah
Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo 
 Revisited

Responding: Seif al-Rashidi

 Kjeld von Folsach 
Concepts of the New Installation of Islamic 
Art in the David Collection, Copenhagen

Ladan Akbarnia
The Option of ‘Interim’  Reinstallation: 
Brooklyn Museum’s Arts of the  Islamic 
World Galleries

Mary McWilliams
Sub-themes and Over-painting: Exhibiting 
Islamic Art in American Art Museums.

Responding: Miriam Kühn

Opening
Michael Eissenhauer

Welcome note
Wolf Lepenies

Keynote lecture
Oleg Grabar
Collecting and Exhibiting: The Role of the  Museum in the Study 
and Knowledge of Islamic Art; the Past and the Future 

Reception

Wed 13 Jan 2010
Mashatta-Hall, Pergamonmuseum

Fri 15 Jan 2010
Th.-Wiegand-Hall, Pergamonmuseum

Islamic Art or Material Culture?

 Gülru Necipoǧlu
Islamic Art: Concepts and  Approaches

Responding: Julia Gonnella and 
Lorenz Korn

Sat 16 Jan 2010
Th.-Wiegand-Hall, Pergamonmuseum

Meaning and Audience

 Nasser Rabbat
Islamic Art at a Crossroad

Responding: Martina Müller- Wiener 
and Kirsten Scheid

10:00—11:30

11:45—13:15

14:30—16:00

16:15—17:45

19:00

11:30 Coffee-Break

16:00 Coffee-Break

13:15 Lunch

Layers of Islamic Art
          and the Museum Context
 Berlin, 13–16 January 2010

*)  In cooperation with: 
ha‘atelier. TASWIR: Eine Werkstattreihe zum portablen Bildatlas
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